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THE 


PREFACE: 


Gy truth of this Hiſtory enſuing, be* 
foaes :cirenwſt ances of Place, Perſon, 
T ime, Occafion, ſoexattly obſerved, 1 

P refer my ſelf 26 the Relation of thoſe 

Godly Zen, who in ſeveral Langnages have ma- 

aifefted to the world the ſeveral - = thereof ©. 

and although 1 am not ignorant, that at the fir 
they were uot only not evedited, but alfo diſcredited 


and flandvred, by ſuch as found them to be a Bluv 
to the Roman Profefion, yet they loft not their 
laftre thereby 5, but being acquitted by many Com- 
prgators of ſeveral Nations, and ſome of the 
Romiſh Religion, being alt of them Speitators 
of this Tragedy, it eccafpontd not only a further 
manifeftation and confirmation of the Truth, 
but alſo a large and move jrequent confluence, to 
lee that which they had formerly only heard of. 


| This partly appeareth ont of the ſucceeding Story: 


but more fulty ent of an Apology Written by Ver- 
= A 3 gerius 


I — _ 


. 


he Preface 
gerius, Biſbep of Juftinople, who was + accuſed 


For diſper ſing the fame of his Example to thy 
Pain of Popery ; 11 which Apology to N. Rottan 
Suffragan of Padua, is ſhortly and plainly decle 
wed, what was ſaid, what was done, and who Wert 
preſent, If that it be demanded, what movel 
ane to compile this Treatiſe of Spira, rel them 
that it ſbould teach fear aud reverence; and indeed 
«098 all thoſe that come to ſee hims, few 87 nou 
return unſhaken. Vergerivs in bis firſt Tis 


le ſaith, I would fain go (te bim again, but 


exceeaingly fear and tremble; and in his Apologit 
ſaith, it 1s ſuch arare Example, as 1 would wit 


lingly go to the furthiſt parts of the World to bear 


or ſee the like, T he Laay Jane to her Father, 
Chaplain ( that had faten into Spira*s fin ) /aith 
Remember the lamentable Eftate of Spira. 1 
acknowledge that there hath been formerly a Book 
publiſhed in our Mother Tongue, concerning this 
Snbjet ;, but as fav as 7can learn ( for I could 
wever yet obtain any of them) it was nothing ſo 
large and warions as this priſent Treatiſe; and as 
J have heard, a Tranſlation of. only one of tht 
Tratatesirom whence I have gathered this pre- 
ſent Diſcourſe in part, Concerning my Cart 
and Fidelity in this buſineſs, it is ſuch, as I ma) 
zrutly ſay without changing of colour, that thert 
#5 24t one Sentence of all this work attributed nn: 
zo the per (on of Spira, but it hath its Warrant, 
euber from the Epiftlesof Vergerius and Gri- 

| | bauldus, 
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bat 
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The Pref:ce? 
pauldus, Profeſſors of the Law at Padua; & 
from the Diſcourſes of Henry Scringer 4 Scotch - 
Man, Sigiſmund Gelons « Tranfilvanian, aud 
Mart, Bocha a Divine of Baſil; neither have 
F I take any ether liberty then as a Relation to 
ved weave the foreſaid Diſconrſes one within anothey, 
"16 as thoſe which under ſeveral Writers were be= 
ed fore connted ſeveral, are now by my endeavonrs 
reduced into one intire Hiſtory, connextd by dne 
F ſucceſſion of time and occaſion, 4s punitnally as 
could be aimed at, by the circumſtances noted in 
" the writings of thoſe holy and learned Men before 
” [nemed, 
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TO TRE 


GUTHOR and READER 
OF THIS 


HISTORY. 


In Forcign Papers ; which hadſt not '/6und 

a way 
been obvious prey, 
Never ſeenthe day, 


Swi feattered parcels of this Story lay 


 Thuste colle&, bac * 


Reader, wouldfi ſee how finring againſt the 
(1 ghe 
Will quench, and leave the ſoul ina ad right 
Of dilcontent. Come hither Reaaer then, look 


And learn light- quenching fins tofear. 
Reacer, wouldit ſee the comfort breathing 
( Spirit 
To grieve, what curfleſs grief it doth demerit? 
Come hither then, look here. 


Nere fee a Soul thats all deſpair; a Man 
£N Hell : a Spirir all wound ; who can 
A wounded Spirit bear? 


ww — w_ 


_ _ 


Readep 


( here, '5 


_-” 


To the Reader: | 
Reader wouldft ſec ( what may*ſt thou nevey | 
fecl ) ; 
Deſpair, Racks, Torments, Whips of burning 
Stcel ? 
Come then, look here, 


Behold this man, this furnace, in whoſe heart | 
Sin hath created Hells: Oh in e:ch part. 
What flames appear! 
His thoughts all ſtings, words ſwords, Brim- 
ſtone his bkeath, 
His ſight flames, wifhes Curſes, Life a Death; 
A theuſand deaths live in him, he not dead, 
A breathing courſe in living ſcalding lead ; 
Ang yet he lives our Monument to tell 
'  Hew black arc quenched lights , 
Quencþt joyes arc dobble ffights, 
Black dayes are double nights ; 
Heaven tafted, loft, a double Hell, 


I have call'd thee Reader, pray ſo be, 
Read this, thar others read not thee. 


Legas Hiftoriam 
Ne fias Hiſtoria. 
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XKtranrdinary Examples of Divine Juſtice, 
GOD never intended for a nine dayes 
wonder ; cifſe would he, wiem he Exemplified 
Lots Wile, have turned her into-a Statue of 
melting Szow, not of laſting Salt, which 
food, 25 7oſephas tells us, till bis Age, after 
the Deftruftion of 7ernſalem, and as ſome. 
Travelers rey ort, till at this day, Ut quoadams 
bominibus praflaret condrmerntumy quo ſapiamt 
unde illnd caveatuy (x'mplum ; Aug. de Civit. 
Dei Lib 16. Cap. 30. tor a ſeaſon againſt cor- 
ruption, a preſervative againſt Apoſtacy. This 
Tragedy, when freſh and new, was the convet- 
ſen and confirmation of ſundry Worthies. 
Vergerins, a daily ſpedator thereof, forſaking 
a rich Bifhoprick of 7=f#1n0polis, and rents of | 
Antichriſt, went to Baſi/, and died a worthy 
Proteſiant: many Nations had eye witne 
of their own Students then in the Univerſity of 
Padxa, who penned the Story, the Copies 
whereof are frequently revived, our Engliſs 
ones were yery defective, and now worn out 
of ſhops aud hands : ſundry Manuſcripts ef 
this abroad, imperfe& : which meved me. to 


compare this Labour ef a worthy Gentleman 
SW (who 


{ who faichfelly tranflated it out of f:4liey 
French, and Dutch Letters) with the' Latia* 
of Colius Secunans, Curie, MMattheus Gribank 
dns, Profcfiors ef the Civil Law in Padua: 
Sigiſmond Gelons a Tranſylvanian, Henricusl, 
Scots, all daily Viſitors of Spire, and find it 
accord with them, Touching $pira's perſon | 
I 6nd moſtlearned VVriters do incline to the] - 
right and hopeful hand , meved.by his ſweet, 
humble, and charitable ſpeeches; ſome few 
deſperate ones excepted, that fch from him 
in ſome lirtle agonies, which kept him fafting 
and watching about fix Moneths ſpace, eiting 
nothing but what was forced down his throat. 
The ſum of Calvins and Borrhaxs their coun- 
ſels is, ( who write largely of the uſe of this 
patern) that all learn to take heed of back- 
fliding, which Gods Soul abkorrs, and nat 
to dally with Conſcience, an Hell en Earth, it 
3uftly incenſed; more te be feared than the 
Spaniſh Inquiſition. or all the Strappac'ocs and 
Torments in the VVorld, and to take heed 
of Spira's principal Errers, which were, to 
difpute with Satan over buſily in time of weak- 
neſs, eſpecially to reaſon, and conclude from 
preſent ſ:nſc, te Geds paſt Reprobation, and 
future Damnation ; both which is hard, if 
Poflible for any man to determine in his own 
ch more ip other caſes, "IJ 
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ie So commending thee to his grace, who is 
it ible to cftabliſh thee tothe end, 1] bid thee 


| zrewel, and hope well, while the ſpace 


atlf Grace lafteth: Dam Spiras, (pera; 


cnek > mayeſt thou take good and no hart, by the 
if 
ſon | 


cading of this terrible Exawple. 
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A 
RELATION - 
Of the Fearful Eſtate of 


Francis S Pirg. 


N tbe Year, 1 5 48. whenthe Glorious 
Son of the Geſpel was but newly riſen 
| In Exrope, inthe daycs of the R ign of 
Eaw ard, the ſixth of that Name, King 
ENGLAND, in the Territory, and un- 
the JuriſdiQtien of the City of Yenice, be- 
the very berder of- /zay, in the Town of 
ttadeRa, lived Ore Francis Spire, a Civil 
wyer, an Advocate of great rank and. ©: 
em, being of known Learning and Ele» * 
ence, of great Experience, of carriage Cit+ 
ſpe& and ſevere, kis Speech grave a8d- 
{5 OO 


; 'A Relation of the Fearful = 
compeſed, his counterance ſharp and auftetehen | 
every way befi:ting that Authority whereuntgjacur 
ke was advancid, endowed with outward bleſhwns 
ſings of Wife and eleven Chilercn, and wealthfc be 
in abundance. VVhat bis worſt parts were ti 
{ have no other warrant than his own words ſt: r 1 
which (if not tainted overmuch with the bit-ynd ir 
terneſs of a deſperate min1, and bearing affair 
countenance rather of paſſion than of ſobeyoint, 
confeflivn) may ſcem to add a periud to allpe fr, 
further commendatiors. eath 

1 was ( ſaith he) exc:ſſirely covetons of Iohun : 
ze), and accordingly applies my ſelf to get by ind th 
Juſtice, corrupting juſtice by deceit, inventinght the 
ericks to deludt juſtice; gooa Cauſes { either defecp i 
fended deceitfully, or ſola 1hem to the Aaverſarfebral 
perfideon fly; ill Caves | maintained with all 
might , 1 wittingoly oppoſed the known truth; a 
the trnft committed unto me, 1 either betrayed op 
perverted, 

Thus having worn out fourty four years, 
er thereabouts, and the news of the new, 08 
rather newly revived Opinions of Lutherainl 
coming inte thoſe parts, repreſented an objc 
of novelty unto him ; who being as deſiro 
to knew, as he was famous fer knowledge, faint 
 ſoffcred not theſe wandring Opinions to pal 
BRcXamined ; but ſcarcking into the <criprurts) No 
and into all Books of Centroverfic that keſent 
could get, both old and new, and finding mere$ on 


”— — 


'**"  'Fftate of Francis Spirac 3 
en Fame or Opinion, he began to tafte their 
ure ſo well, as he entertains, loves, and 
Ins them at length ; and with ſuch zeal, as 
became a Proteſſor, yea a Teacher of them, 

I to his VVife, Children, and Family, and 
t:r to his Friends, and familiar acqua nrances 
4nd in compariſon; ſeemed to neg!c& all other 
fairs; intending ever to preſs this main 
int, that Ye muſt Wholty, and only depend 61 
We free and nuchangeable love of GOD in the 
eath of Chriſt, as the only ſure way t6 Salva- 
vn : and this was the ſum of all his diſcourſe, 
4d this continued for the ſpace ef ſix years, 
jr thereabouts, even ſo long as this fire could 
eP it ſelf within private walls, but at length 
brake forth ints publick Mectings; ſo as the 
ole Province of Padua dawned by the luſtre 
ercof, The Clergy finding the trade of 
wMicir Pardons to decay, and their Putgitory 


- 


K cold, began to beſtir themſclves ; glef- 


,Þg their aCtions, firſt with calumnigus aſper- 
ens upon the whole profeſſion , then more 
riainly ſtriking at spira with grievous accuſa- 
An: And tocfice their purpoſe, foine pro-, 
(c labovr,others ſayour, ſothe advice, others 
faintenance ; all joyn te divide, cither his 
| from his body, or both from Gbd. 


9! Now was fobn Caſa, the Popes Legate, re- 
_=_ at Veaice, being by birth a Fl6rentine,' 
; one that wanted neither malice againſt thoſe 
" *% Wenred NEIner MANCE agaimy Wy 


A Relation of the Frarfel 


of this way, nor craftineſs re effi.& is maſiczlt 
o'15 purpoſes; to them thel- ren » cpair with®s 
Out cries 7 gainit Sara, that 'e was the Ma ial 
that coerncd the Teccived Rights ef tage? 
bu: ch, deiv' e.1 ce Ecctefiaſticel puner, ar all 
fcanie[1z2ed rice policy thereof : 1 one of ny 
mea: rank, being 4 man »f,accou t and ay#5 
thority, an | thercunto learned in the 3crip4le, 
ruces elegant in ſpeech, and in one wor? of 
daogerous Lutheran, Þaving allo mar.y Diff"! 
cipics, and thereforc not to beccſpiles, Co 
At this began the Lgate to caft his eye oof©* 
the terrible a/reratien that lately had hapne$2 
in Germaxy : where, by the mcans of one on| xi 
Luther, the Romiſh Relicion had tuffercd: | 
ſuch a blow, as that it could ncicher be cured*s 
by diſflimulation nor defended by power ; buf®. 
the Clergy muſt cither me1d their manners, e®1! 
lole their dignitics, On the other ſi.'e, whe nd 
he ſaw how propenſe the common people, inga! 
habiting in the b-rdering Coun:ry of /taly, 7 
were 10 entertain thule new Opi.4 ens, now! 
thougit it ne tim* te Ciſpy e or pt: ſwade. buf) 
with {pee { repairs '© the Senate, and procureety 
authority from them to {-nd to Sp ra. Chr 
Spira Ay this time hd cond cred with himg*r. 
ſelf of 'the nature.of his courage, how evident%%4 
and notorious jt was, and therefore ſubict ta#«% 
be envied by tuch, zs ne1-ber liked his Perſorf* + 
Ror'Religion 3 ke percetyeq thaz his Opiniong1Fs 
\ wer 


\ 


Eſtate of Francis Spira: 
:zjwere neither retired, nor ſpecu'ative bot ſuch 
vegas aimed at the overthrow of the Remiſs Fa» 
4agftion, and a change of policy 3 and that his 
rt gEnemies wanted neither power nor occaſion to 
argfall. him to an account in pabl:ick, when be 
ngnu't either Apoſtarizy, and ſhamefully give 
audis fo'mer life, yea, his own conſcience, the 
ripaie, or cn.'ure tie urmoſt malice of his deadly 
1 Fnemies; or forſake his Wife, Children, 
ares Goods, Anthority, yea his Dear 

Countrey, and betake himſelf to a forreign 
 ogpcople, there to endure a thouſand miſeries, 
negibat 40 continu.lly wait upon a voluntary. 
c 


\nl xilc, 

red. Beihg thus Ciftraed, and toſſed in the reft- 
redeſs VVavres of Coudr, without guice to truſt 
byſ'®, or Heaven to fly to fer ſuccour, onthe ſud= 

- (ffhin, GOD'S Spirit aſliſting he felt a_calm, 
hegind began to diſcourſe with himſclf, in this 
inmManner. 

aly Why wandreſt thon thus in uncertainties, un- 
4 Man? caſt away fear, put on thy ſmield, 
buf fietaof Faith : Whive is thy wonted courage 
re#ty goodneſs, thy conſtancy ?: remember that 
Chrifts plovy lies at the fake : ſuffer Mien with 
im#t fear, and he will defend thee, he WHiKgel! or 
— thon foxlt anſwer ; he can bent down alts. 


uger, bring thee ont of Priſen, ?dife thee from 
te dead; conſizer Peter ina Dington, the Mar« 
rS 34 the fire if thon mak" fea good ronfeſſions | 
B 2 thog - 


[ 
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thou mayeft indeed go to Priſon, or Neath, but a 
eternal reward in heaven remains Zor thee . whaſ 490! 
ba# thou mm this world comparable to eternal lifep4 k 
zo everliſting happineſs ? If thon aoft otherwiſe T7 
#hink of the [canzal, ( common people live by exx08 ! 
ample, th;nking wiatever is done is well done, pt C 
fear thi loſs of prace and jy, fear hell death, andſtt 
eternal wrath: or if thi fl: be (o ſtrong, as toiito 4 
canſe thee to doubt of the ij[ue, fly thy C ountrey,\0# , 
get thee away, though never ſo far, rathir then, 
aeny the Lordef life. mo), 
Now was Spira in reaſonable quict, being 
reſolved ro yield to thtle weighty Reaſons. {/s ! 
Yet holding it wiſdome to examize all thi gs,. 1 
he conſults alſo with fleih and blood : thus hirkar 


barrel doth renew, and the fleth begins in thishac 
manner vint 
Be well adviſed fond Man, conſider yeaſors on rele 
both jides, and then juage : bow canſt thou thus 0es 
overwene thine own (ufficiency, as thou neithen ith 
regardeſt the Examples of thy Progeniters, nor Hl 
Z he judgements of the whole Church ? doſft thow yimi 
20t confi er, what miſery this thy yaſhmſs will Yar) 
bring thet unto ? thon ſhalt loſe all thy ſubſtance, bel 
Fotten with. ſo great cart and travel, thou ſhalt mth 
z:ndergo the meſt cx91ifite torments that malice it "rf 
ſelf can deviſe,thou ſhalt be connted an Heretick na, 
of all, and te c'o{e.up-all, thou halt die ſhame- ber 
fully. What thinkeſt thou of the Loathſome yea 
ſcuynking Dungion, the bleoay a*e, the burning \un 
o- | - 2. _ 


” — 


- Eſtate of Francis Spira- 7 
afagot ? Are they delightful ? Be wiſe at lexoth, 
fejna keep thy lite and honour £ thou mayeſt live t0 
leh much good to good men, as Goa commands thee? 

x08 mayeſt be an ornamint to thy Conntrey, and 
Jt caſe the Conntrics loſs wonla be of ſmall & 
wdjeerm with thee, wilt thru bring thy frienas al(s 
toitto darger ? thou haft begotten Children, wilt 
9,ho# now cut their throats, & inhumanely butcher 


ewibem, who may in time bring bonour to the 7 Coun®, 


rep, glory to God, hilp and furtherance to bis 
glbarch? goto the Legat, neak man, freely cone 
. (i{s thy fault, and help alt theſe wiſeries. 
;,. Thus did the cares of this V Vorld, and the 
ekceitfulnefs of Riches, choak the good Seed 
Fihat was formerly ſown: fo as fearing, he 

ants, and yields unto the atluremerts of this 
8 reſent VVorld , ard being thus blinced he 
- es to the Legat at Yenice, and ſalutes him 
: Fith this news. 


* Having for thiſe divers yeavs entertained an 


g imon concerning ſome Articles of Faith, con- 
[ Yary to the Orthodox aud received judgement of 
, beCharch, and uttered mary things againſt the 


 wthority of the Church of Rome, and the uni-' 
| #rſal Biſhop, 1 humbly acknowledge my fanlt ' 


_ naerror, and my folly in miſleading others: 1 
terefore yield my (elf in all Obedience, to the ſu- 


yeams Biſhop, into the boſome of the Churcn of 


leme, never to depart again from the T raaition. 


nd Decregs of the haly See : 1 am heartily ſorry © 


= for 
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for what is paſt: and 1 humbly beg Pardon (on 
ſogriat an 6ff net, | | ane 
The Ligar perceiving Sp:y4 to faint, Fe pure 
ſues him co the ut mol ; ie cules a REcration, 
of all bis. Eriors '@ be dravn in wriingy to-, 
Scther with i he Cont: {ion annexed iou. And 
comnmancs 5p:ra to fub cribe his Name there, 
which accorcingly he Gids ti cn tie Legore Vi 
- commands him (6 retarn to his ova Towa,and 6+ 
there to declare this conteſſion of his, ani: to. W 
acknowledge the whole Defrine of the. 
Church of Rome, to be hely and truc, and to ** 
abjare the Opiniors of Luther anc ather ivch 
Jeachers, as Falic and Hzretic-l; 344» kn'wy |0" 
the b:ginmng of fin, but who bounds the ifſnes \ſM] 
thereof? Spira having once loſt footing gres |t# 
Cown amain, he can::-ort ſay nor gainlay the 4 
Legate, but rromileth to accompliſh his y hole 
will and plcafure ; he ſoon addrefieth him- ! 
ſelf jor his Jourrcy : and being onward in the 
way, bethinks h mſclf of the lerge ſpoils he - 
hed brought away, from the confii& with the 
Leg ate, what glorious teſtin:ony he had gi- ? 
yen of his great Faith, and conftancy in Chrifls | Mc 
Citule : ani io be plain, how impio: ſly he had ito 
Cenied Chrift, ans his Goſpel at / exice; and ! 3! 
what he promiſed tv Co further in his 6wn af 
Countrey: ani thus partly with fear, and h 
pari:y, wich ſhame be ng contiounded, he th 
thought he hearq a voice 1pes king unto him, cl 
in this Banner, | Spira 


Eft ate of Francis Spira: T) 

"# | Spira, Whit doft thou beve *. whither Fort 
" You ? b iff thou, unkappy Man, given thy band- 
x. writing to the Legate at Venice? yet fee thou 
n. Jeſt nor ſeal it in thy own Conntrey, Doſft thou 
0-. jndeed think eternal Life ſo mean, as that thou 
id meferreft this priſe nt life before it ? diſt then well 
e, preferring Wite 41d Cnritartn vefore Chriſt ? 
te i the winay applauſe of the People, better indeed 
id than the Glory of Goa? and the poſſeſſion of this 
0 Worlds good more dtay to ther, than the Salvas 
\c_ tion of thint own ſoul? is the ſmall uſe of a mo- 
ro wart of time more at fir able, than eternal wrath 
h {is dreadful ? think with thy ſelf, what Chviſt 
vs endured for thy ſakes, is it not qual, thou ſboulaſt 
's \ſoffer ſomewba: for him? Remember Manthat 
es the [1 fferings of this preſent life, are not compa- 
ic rable to the glory that ſhall be revealed. - 1f thou 


e (off: reſt With himythou ſhalt alſo Reign with him: 


- | thou canſt net anſwer for what thou ha(t alreaay 
c done; nevertheleſs the gate of mercy is not quite 
e : ut : take bred that thon heapeſt net ſin npon ſin, 
e tiſt thou repent when it wiib e rao late, 

;. | Now was Spira in a Wilder: e's of doubt; 
g | not knowing which way to curn Fim, nor what 
4 itodo; yetbcirg arrived in bis own Countrey 
1 ! and amongft hi> Friends, what be had done 
a and what he had further promiſed co do, and 
1 hwtheterror of God on tke ene fice, «nd 
> |therterror of this World on the other ſide, 
, | did continually rack him; and there'ore he 
| þ 4 aclucd 
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deſired of them advice in this ſo doubtfal i to 
caſe : His friends, upon ſmall deliberation an-'A 
Gwered, that it was requiſite he ſhould take wi 
heed that ke didnot in any wiſe betray his th 
wite and Childrea, and all bis Friends into dan- |þe 
ger, ſceing, that by ſo ſmall a maticr as the p 
Tcciting of a little Schedule, which might be ni 
done in leſs ſpace then half an kour, he might an 
both free himſelf from. prcicnt danger, aud or 
preſerve many that depznd upon him; adding ye 
moreover, that he could get no credit in re- ww 
lenting from that which he had already ig the 
Srearelt part performed before the Le- pt 
gate at Venice ;- and that in the perfe& accom- th 
pliſhingthercof, little or no diſcretion could as th 
riſe, more then what by the former a&tion al- m 
weady he had ſuſtained : enthe other ſide, if t 
he did not perform his promiſe made to the tic 
Legate, he could neither diſcharge himſelf of w 
the ſhame which he had already incurred, nog i 
avoid far morc heavy and inſupportable injy- »: 
ries, then probably be ſhould have endured, if th 
he had perſiftcd obſtinately in his ſormer O- 
Pinions. . it 

This was the [aft blow of the battle: and 3: 
Fpira utterly overcome, goes to the Proetor, 0 
and profers to pertorm his promiſe made te h( 
the Legate, who in the mean time, had taken 
erder to have all things ready, and had ſent n 
the inſtrument of abjuration ſigned by Spira» " 
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to the Proztor,by the hands of a certain Prieſt, 
All that night the miicrable Man w-res out 
with r ſtlets cares, wthout any minute of ret, 


the neat morning being comes ''c guts up, and 


» being ready, he deſperaticly enters into the 


publick Congregation, where Ma's being fi- 
niſhed, in the preſence of irien''s anc Enemies, 
and of the whole Aﬀembly. being in <ſtimati» 
on near two thouſanc! peopic, yea ard of Hea- 
yen it felf, he r+ cites that iniamous abjurationg 


word for word as it was Written. it being Cone 
he was fined at ibirty pi: ces of golf, which be 


preſently paid , five whereof were given to 
the Prieft that brought the abjuraticn, the 0+ 


| ther twerty five were impleyed rowards the 


making of of a Shrixe 16 put tlie Encharift in, 
then was he ſ:nt home reſtored to his Digni- 
ties, Goods, Wife, and Chiidr:n: No {oencr 
was he departed, but he thought he heard a 
direful voice, ſaying to him, Then . wicked 
wretch, thou haſt denied me, thou haft renounced 
the Covenant of thy obedience, thin haſt broken 
thy vow 3 hence Apofate, btar with thee the ſen- 
tence of thy eternal Damnation : he trembling 
and quaking in body ard mind, fell 


 fewnin a {wound : relicf was at hand for the 


body, but from that time ferward he never 
ound any peace Or eaſc ef rind, but continu- 
ng in unceflſant terments, he proteſted that he 
nas captived under the reyenging hand of the 

| real 
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great God, clar he heard contirvally that hji 
fearful! Sentence of Chiift, thit juft Jucge, þ- 
that he knew he was utter'y un» one 5 tt he by; 
could neithcr hope ior Grace, nor Chrifts in- jg, 
terceflion witi God the Father 1n his teirall s } 
thus was his fault cy. r beavy on his heart, and 41 
ever his judgement before his eyes, If 
Now began h's Friencs. ome of them, (@ yp 
 Fe-ent tos late of their r.(H £ 6urſel ; others 
not looking ſo bigh as the Judgemenc of God, jy 
Jaid all the blame upor. h:s Melancholick con-zn 
titution ; that ov=rfhacowing his Judge menth, 
wrought in him a kind ef male's: every onefr 
cenſured as his fantafie led him, yet ter remes+le, 
dy all agreed inthis, to uſe doth the ion 
help of Phylitians, and the pi-us advice of Di-jt 
vines, and thereforciÞo! ght it meet to con-! 
vey him to Padua, an Unverlny i t note, whirey,, 
plenty of all manner of mcanc was to be h:d,};, 
this they accordingly Cid, bo:h wi h tis Wife, 4; 
Children, and whole Family, otkers alſo of bigys 
Fricnds accompanying him: and being arri-{ 
ved atthe houſe ef one James Ardin, in SiIntC 
Leonarss Pariſh, they fent for three Phyfi.iansp 
of moſt note, who upen due obſervati-n ofthe! 
eff: &s, and of other {ymptomes of his di{caſcgjh 
ard {ome private conference one with arotter,m 
amongſt themſel yes, returned their ver Cit ſe 
this manner, v'z. Thar they could not dilcert; 
that bis body was afRicted with any Canger of} 


_ Ciſtcmper | 
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hat lifter per Original'y tron: it ſelf, by reafon of 
ge, þ- CI Ti, ing of any hrmour : but that tlus 
hehalacy ut þ s C14 arite from tome gr el or paſe 
"n= 59: 0 bis mind, w! ich berg uver burdened, 
lf: }4 o oppre-»tte {\irits, as they wanting Irie 
and ſage wired vp many ill humow#5/: whe: cof 
lc booy of Manis full - and thefe alccncing 
toy into the ain, trovbled the fantufie, has 
ers towed + heicat of ihe judgement. and 'o cor- 
od, typ ec it. « his was the ſtate of his Dieſe, 
on-hnc (hat outward partthiat was vibbe to the 
-— os nature: this cy endeaverrcd to re- 
oneform þ Purget en, <i:hir to conſume, or at 
me*leaft i d.ver the courts of thoſe Rumors from 
omjhe brain : but all their $kill cficacd nothirg, 
Dt-#hich $pira 1.05ng laid, 
Of" Alas poor Mer. | how far wide are you ?. do 
LTChox think that this Diſeaſe is to be turtd by 'Po- 
"Oy tions ? believe we there muſt be anothty manner of 
fe, Mearcine : it 1s neither Plaifter, zor Drugs, 
PiSht can help a fainting Soul,caft down withthe 
ri-ſ-nſe ef fin, ard wrath of: God : *is'only 
AC: rift chat muſt be the Philitian, and the Ge- 
1aN9ſpci the Souls Antidote. 
the) The Phifitians eaſily belicved him, after 
ale3they kad underfteoc the whole Truth of the 
Fer, matter, and therefore they wihed tim to 
' Meck ſeme Spiritual comlort.- By this 
er Wtime the fame of this man was ſpread over all 
 0Up 4a, and the neighbour Countrey : partly 
per | : for _ 


- 
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forthat he was a man of eſteem: partly be: 
cauſe as the diſeaſc, (o the occaſi-n w.s cſpe- 
cially remarkable; for this was not done in a 
corner : {o as daily there came 'multitudes of 
all forts to ſce bim, ſome out of curioſity,only 
to ſee and diſcourſe, ſome out ef a pious ce» 
fre to try all means that might recuce him to} 
comfort again: or at leaft to benefit them-f 
ſelves by ſuch a ſpectacle of miſery, and 6 
the jaſtice of God. Amongſt theſe Panlut 
Vergerins Biſhop of 7uftinopolis and AMatthe- 
#: Gribaulaxs, deſerve eſpecially to be namcdhle 
as the moſt principal Labonrers for this manshnc 
comfort. They tind him now about fifryhe 
| years of ape, neither affe&cd with the dotageſh; 
of old age, nor with the urconſtant heaG& 
firong paſſion of youth, but in the ftrength of ytu 
his experience and judgement : in a burniag| 
heat, calling exceſlively for drink, yet his}c 
underſtanding : &ive, quick of apprehenkion, |. 
witty in diſcourſe above his ordinary manner, 
and judiciouſly eppoſite: his Friends laboured 
with him by all fair means to receive ſome| 
nouriſhment, which he obſtinately gain ſaying, ſh 
they forcibly infuſed ſume liquid {uſtenarcce in-}h 
to his mouth, moſt of which he ſpit out again, }g 
excecdingly chafing, and in this fretting mood a 
of his, ſaid : I 
* Asit is true, that all things work for the ft 
. eſt to thoſe that love God,/e ze 1he wicked af || 
* are 


' 
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are contrary: for whereas a plentiful off- 
de-# ſpring is the bleſſing of God, and his reward 
pe-$ being a lay to the weak eſtate of their aged 
1 af Parents, to me they are a cauſe of bitterneſs 

off and vexation, they do ſtrive to make me tire 
nlyfouc this m:ſcry : I would fain be at an end, 
ee*Þ] deſerve not this dealing at their hands: Obl 

tofthat I were gone from hence, that ſome body 
mf you'd let out this weary Soul. 

of| His Friends ſaluted him, and asked him, 
{utfhat he conceived to be the cauſe of his dilſ- 
he-raſe : forthwith he brake out into a lamerta- 
dþle diſcourſe of the paſſages formerly related, 
annd that with ſuch paflionate Elocution, that 
fryke cauſed many to weepyand many to tremble. 
gefhey contrarily, to comfort him, propounded 
a&-lnany of Gods promiſes recorded inthe Seri- 
of jure, and many Examples of Geds mercy- 
ng] *My fin(/aid he is gicater than the mer- 
Sfcy of God, 
Dn, |. Nay, anſ{werel they, the mercy of God is 
er ,jbove all fin ; God would haye all men to be 
ed hyed : 
me| © Its true ( quoth ke ) he would have all that 
'S, ſhe hath Elected tobe ſaved ; he would not 
in- have danmned Reprobatecs to be ſaved : I am 
in, fone of that number, 1 know it, for | willingly 
od fand againſt my knowledge denied Chriſt, and 
1 feel that he hardens, and will net ſuffer! me 
_—— 


After 
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After ſome 6I-rce, one a«ke ! him. whethethhr 
he did not believe that Dodrine: to be truelw 
for uh c': hc was eccuicd beiure the Legar Yui 
He an|wercci 5 ar 

} ain bel tit, whin | agied its but new [| 
wither bel» we that, nor the Do vinr of the R%y 
man Crurihs } brliewve nothing: 1 h:i.e aan 
F a:th X09 treſt, No hop* . [ um A Ret»yobate Ih to 
Cain «+ Juilas, who caſting +49 all hop* of me-4wl 
Cy. jelt into eſp air > and my Frienas do megrea 
Wrone, that thy ſuf} » me mot to go to the plathhe 
of Unb:tieves, as [ Trftly arſerve, pr. 

Here th:y bega (ſharply to rebuke him Ce 
requirir-s. ard charging bim, chat in any wiſdCl 
he did not violate the mercy @t God, toed 
which he an{wered, me 

* The mercy ef God is exceeding large,and ſp 
© extends to all the Ele&, bur not to me or anylth, 
<ljke to me, who are ſcaled uo io wrat': [th 
© tell you i deierve it, my own Confci nce coftno 
* demns m2, wha: needeth any other julige? [5p 

' Chri't came ( ſaid they ) to take ewiy fin, 
Rom.2.15 and calling for a Book, they reaF c 
anto him the paſſion o. ( Frilt- and convegy a 
to his nailing to the Crols, Spr - ſrid, * Thiskc 
* ind ed is comfortable to luch as are Ele&ed,ſ t 
* birt as for me Wretch, [hy are nothing but. {, 
* orief & torment, becauſe | ronter.ned them:Þþ & 

Thus roaring for gri*t. an} rofſihg himfellÞ, 
up 22d down upon the bed as he lay, he infig 

xreated 
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thethtrrated them to-rcav no more. AS Gribanldns 
rueJW.s COM! Bo fee tim, Vergerin: ſaid to Spira, 
at ACcar wit, here is Dotter Cribanidns, a godly 
an . faith ul iriead of yours, come to {ce you. 
w [' He is welconie ({aid he) but he fhali find 
RY(meill: Grtheulaxs r.plicd, Sir, this is but 
* n9an i/1ufion of the Devil, »v ho Coth what hecm 
I'kito vex you; but tein you to Ged with your 
me:qwhole beart, and ke 1s ready to ſhew you mer- 
reaticy ; che Lord you know 1s full of waercy, it 15 
/aqhe that laih laid. that as often as 4 ſirrer re+ 
penis of his fin, be wif remen(b x bis fins 9 ores 
Mm Conſider this in the Fx: mp'e of Peer, that was 
nmidChriſts familiar. ani! an Apoile, and iet Cent 
tged Fim thrice w: h n Oath, and yet God ws 
merciful unto him: Conſi.er the Thief that 
1na{pent his who'e litc in wickee nels, and ſor, all 
anthat, 6id ro: ' G: d graciouſly reipe& him in 
: [the laRt minute of his lite? is the Lords hard 
ofynow ſhortned that it cannot fave? To this 
'f |Spira Anſwered : | 
fil *]f Perey grieved ard repented, it was be- 
*aT cauſe Chriſt behe1d bm with a merciful cye 
"Wg' and in that he was pardoned, it was not be- 
WS cauſe he wept, but becauſe Ged was gracious 
ed, to him : but God reſpeas not me, ane there- 
DutÞ fore ami a Reprobate : I fcel no comfort can 
nm. enter inte. my heart; there's place there only 
for torments and vexings of ſpirit 3 1:cH you 
nkmy calc is properly mine on, no. man wis | 
tec | 2 __©Gvar 
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Ceycr in the like plight, and therefore my &| * 
©fa cis fcarful. he 
Then roari-g out inthe bitteeneſs of his 
ſpirit, ſa'd, /r*s a /ratul thing to fall into the! t 
hands of the living God: the violence of his! 1 
paſſionand a&t.on ſuitable, did ameze many | f 
of thc Bcholders nlomuch as ſome of them! þ 
ſaid with a whiſpe: ing voice, that he was pof-| | 

{fled , he over hearirg it, ſaid, 
©Do1ou doubt it? | have a whole Legion 6 
* of Devils that take up thcir dwelling within | * 
* me, anc] poficts me as their own, and juſtly; 
too, for | have denied Chriſt, Whether did! t 
you that wil.ingly or not? (ſaid they, ) © 
* That's nothirs to the purpole ( laid Spira, )| © 
© Ctriſt ſaith, Wholoever denies me before! © 
© men,him will { deny before my Father whick | * 
* is mn Heaven Chriſt will not be denicd, no! * 
*not in a word, and there'ore is is enough, |< 
* chough in heart I never denied him, c 
They obſerving his diſt-mper to ariſe from ſi 
the ſenſe and horror of the pains of Hell, ask-|C 
cd him whether he thought there were worſe | F 
pains than what he endured for the preſent? f 
Ke (ad, * That he knew that there were fat |b 
*worſe pains than choſe that he then ſuffered, * 
© for the wicked hall riſe to their judgement, * 
<but ct ey ſhall not tand in judgement, ( P/al. * 
*x.) this L tremble to think of, yer do 1 defire * 
enothing mere, then that I might come tothat | 
ERS 


| Fſtate of Francis Spira, 19 
&| ©place I where may be ſure to feel the worſt, 
| * ard to be freed frum fear of worſe to come. 
his 1, butyovare to conficer ( laid conic ) that 
the; thoſe Opinions for which you were accuſed 
his! before the Legat, were impious, and there- 
ny | fore you are not to think you drnicd Chrift, 
em| but rather tat you conic!led him, ackrows 
of-| ledging the in/allible Truth of te Catholick 
Church. © Truly (fi he) when I did deny 

ON | &hoſe Opinions, I did think them to be true, 
in | *and yet I did deny them, #1: 0 
tly' Go to (ſaid ethers )now then belicyEtthat 
lid] they are true. © Now | carnot (faid he) Ged 
, ), © will not ſuffer me to believe them. nor truſt 
yy): *1n his mercy 3 what would you have me to 
"re! © do? Iwould fainattain te this power, but 
ch | © cannot, thovgh I ſkould be prefeat'y burnt 
no'/* for it. Butwhy do you, ſaid the other, 
h, | cſteem this {o grievous a fi1, whenas the learn= 
cd Legat cuniirained you to it ; which he 

2m ſurely would not have done, if your former 
$k- Opinions had not becn erroneous: No, good 
rle | Francis, the Devil beſets thee, let not there- 
? ferc the gricyouſneſs of thy fin (if any ſuch 
far be) amazethee, You ſay right (replicd he) 
d, * the Devil hath poſſefſt me, and Go! bath left 
nt, * me to his power: for I find I can neither bes 
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© gyer to perpetual puniſhment wichout any 
© hope of pardon, Its true, that the great. *: 
*nels of ſia, nor the multitude of them, bing * 
© not Gods mercy ; all thoſe ſins that ia the fh 
© former part of my life I have commirted, of 
« then dif not ſo much trouble me, for I truſt- ny 
<cd God woul | noi lay them to my chirge; *\ 
*now having ſinn'a againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 'fe 
* Go. hath taken away from me all power of ir 
« Repentance,and brings all my ſins to remem- 'G 
© brance ; and] gully of one guilty of all, 'tt 
£ And thcrefore 11s no matter whitt er my fins 
© be great cr ſmall, few or many, they be ſuch 'ye 
« as { hriſts bloo.| nor Gods mercy belongs to 'th 
« me, God will have mercy on whem he will 'pu 
© have mercy : and whom he will he harden- 'th 
ceth; this is it that gnaw- my heart, he hith 'ſn 
* hardned me, and | find that he daily more and 'or 
£ more doath harden me, and therefore 1 am {it 1 
* out of hope ; I feel it, therefore cannot but 'is 1 
« deſpair. TJ tell you, there was never ſuch a (en 
* Monſter as 1 am, never was any man alive a off 
© ſpettacle of exceeding miſery, I knew that ofce 
* juſtification is to be exp«<&:d by Chriſt, and I 'fo « 
* denied and abjured it,to the cnd I might keep im 
« this frail life from adverſity, and my Chil- ris, 
© drcn from poverty : and now behold how ns ( 
© bitter this liteis to me, and God only knews im a 
& .vhat ſhall become of this my Family; but ima 
© ſurc no good is likely to betide it, but worle lat C 
| card hom 
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t and worſe, and ſuch a ruine at length, 2s one 
(tone ſhall not be left upon anotf.cr, but why 
ſhould you ( laid 7r:b4unldns ) conceit ſo deeply 
of your fin, ſeeing you cannot but know that ma- 
ry have denicd Chrilt yet never fell into deſpair? 
* Well ( {aid he ) | can fee no ground of comſort 
'for {uch. neither can 1 warrant them from Gods 
'reycnging hand in wrath, though it pleafeth 
'God yet to ſuffer ſuch to be in peace : & beſides 
there wil! a time of danger come, and thenthey 
'fhall be throvghly tricd ; and if it were not fey 
'yet God is juſt in making me an example to 0s 
'ther*, and 1 cannot juſtly complain; there is no 
puniſhm. nt ſo great, but I have celcrved it, for 
'this ſo heinous off:nce. | aſſure you it is no 
ſmall matter to deny Chriſt, and yct it is more 
'ordinary than eommonly men do conceive of z 
it is not a denial made before a Mag'ftrate, aSit 
15 with mc; fer as often as a Chriftizn Coth Cif> 
ſemble the known truth; as often 3s he approves 
of falſe worſhip, by preſenting himſe'f at it , fs 
often as he hath not things worthy of his calling 
ſo often he denies Chrift, thus did I. & therefore 
am juſtly puniſhed for it. Your cſtate ( quoth 
iribauldus ) is not ſoRtrange as you make it. Feb 
as ſo far gone, that he complained God had ſet 
ic a$a mark againſt himz and David that was 
iman aſter Gods own heart, complained often 
at God had forſaken him, and was become his 


rd homy, yer Þorh reccived comfyrt again. Com- 
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fort vour ſelf therefore, God will come at length; { 
though he now ſeem far off. th 
O Brether ( au(wer ea Spira) 1 belicve all thir, )e 
' the Devils believe aud tremble, but David Was & "a 
wer Elifed, and dearly beloved of Gol, and though , 
he fell, yer God 60k nor utterly away his holy Spirit, ve 
and theretove was heard when he prayeoay Lore take by 
not thy Holy Spirit from me: but 1 am in anorhuy |; 
eaſt, being tvir accur(ea tromthe preſence of God, 
wiither can I pray as he aid, b:eanſe his Holy Spirit the 
18 quite goxe, and canner be reeallea; and therefort\r i 
1 hnow | foal live in continual hardneſs (6 long as I ng 
live, Oh that I nght feel but the leaft ſenſe of Je: 
the love of God to me, though 9ut for one ſmall mo-yit 
went, as | now feel his hey wrath that burns liket n 
the tormints of Hell within me, ana afflifts my con this 
Science with pangs unatterable ; verily Deſperation ine 
ze Hel it ſelf. all 
Here Gr:bazldus ſaid,l do verily believe, Spira, yp 
that Gud having ſo ſeverely chaſtiled you in this; 
life, correQeih you in mercy here, that he may 9g 
ſpare you hereafter, and that he hath mercy fealy{y 
cd up for you in time to come. bro 
N ay ( /aid Spira ) hence do I know that I am 4p; 
Reprobate, becauſe he «ffiiteth me with harave(s of Litt 
beart : Octhat my body bad (4 fered all my life long, nd 
'- fo that hermanld be pleaſed 1 Whaſs my ſoul, aud eaſt'q] * 
4. C ouſcience, this briraened Conſcience. ud. 
- *, Gribauldas bcing deſirous to caſe his mind from fg, 
-- ke centiqual mccitarion of his fins, as alſo toy, 
A,» p— a, -< = ve = Sow woo oc —_— —_— —  — _ ſound 
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Fate of Francis Spira: {3. 
h} found how for the preſent he ſtood effetted to 
he Romiſh ( hurch. asked him what he riought 
it, hecame of the ſouls of men ſo ſoon as they de- 
e- jarted out ef the body ? to which he anſwer ed > 
gh Although this be not ſo fully revealed in Scriptures 
ity vt 1 verily belicve that the ſouls of the Eleft go prex 
ke mtly tothe K ingaom of glory, and not that they 
uv (rep With the body, as ſome do imagine. 
4; Very well ſaid one of the Spe&ators, why do 
»1t tbe Scrip: ures then ſay, ( 1 Saw.5 g. ) that God 
ortrings cown te Hell, and raifcth up, ſeeing it 
# I anno: be mcant of the eſfate of the ſoul atter 
ef e:th, which as thou ſaift cither goerh to heaven 
-yithout change, er to hell without redemption 
ike miſt be underſtood of the eſtate of the foul in 
oz-\his life,like that wherein thou art at this preſents: 
1081nd of: entimes we ſee thar God fuffers men to 
all into the jaws of deſpair, and yet raiſeth them 
”4,1p again; and therefore deſpair not, but hope ; 
his t ſhall be even thus with thee in his good time. 
uy This: the work ( quoth Spira ) this the labour : 
ealyly 7 tell you when 1 at Venice aid firf adjure my 
 - rofeſſion, and ſo, as it were, drew an Indenture,the 
m4\pirit of God often admonifhed me: and When at 
5 ef ittadella 7 did as it were ſet to my ſeal, the ſpirit of 
g,04 often ſuggefted to me, do not write Spira, do not 
eaſt'al; yet Trefifted the Holy Ghoſt, ana did beths 
ud at that wery preſent 1 did evidently feel a _— 
rom rffieed in my very Will : ſo although 1 can (ay, Þ *:; 
tO yorld believe, jet can 1 wot ſay, 1 Will believe, Gott 
und © | C 3 hath « 


\ 
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barh denied me the powrry of will. 44 it befals miſei 
in this my miſerable Eſtatiy4/ wit' -»+ that 4s faſtyo 
in Irnnt, and his friends coming to /-- hm, ao putyya 
his Eftate, and do perſwade hip to ſpake eff his fet-he 
ters, and to come out of his bonds, which Goa knowghe 
he world fain do, but cannot ; this is my very caſe,,01 
or per{waade me to believe, how fain Would T ao it," ( 
but cannot, O now I cannot. Then +olently graſpag 
ing his hands together, and raiſing bimſelf up :} i 
Behold ( ſai! he ) 1 am ſtrovg, yt by little ana(la 
little I decay an ! ſame, aud my ſervants wonlaten 
fan preſcy we this weary life but ar length the Will oftea 
God muff be done, ana I ſoall periſh miſerably, as Ifer 
deſerve: Rejeyce ye Righteous in the Lova, bleſſed, * 
are yeu whoſe hearts the Lord hath mollified, ri 
Then after ſome pauſe, 1:'s wondertnl, 7 tarhu 
neſt ly defire to pray to Goa with my beart, yet 1 can-| G 
wot ; Ice my damnation, and 1] know wy remedy iglo 
only in Chriſt, yet ] cannot (et my ſeit to rake hold oxcar 
it : ſuch ave the puniſhments of the damned ,hur 
they confeſs what I confeſs, they repent of their loſs ofyhi 
Heaven, they cannot men4 their wayes. | / 
As he was thus ſpeaking, he obſerved diyerstha 
Flies that came abeut him, ai1d ſome lighted ontha 
him: *Behold, j.id be, now alſo Beelzebubhel, 
* comes to his Banguet ; you thall ſhortly ſee my Ty! 
*en1, and in mean example to many, of the Ju-v0i, 
« Rice and Judgement of God. exp 
About this time came in two Biſhops, with di-the 
yers Scl olars of the Univerſity, one Of =_ (08 
cing 


Fftate of Francis Spira. If 
migking Panlns Vergerius, having obſerved Spirs 
aftgore then any other : being continually conver- 
:ypac with bim, told him his Eftate was {ech as ra- 
*#t-her ſtood in necd of Prayer than Advice ; and 
weherefore deſired him to pray with him in the 
eſe,,ords Prayer : Spira conſented, and he began : 
it, Onr Father which art in Heaven | then break- 
ſp-rg forth into tears he ſtopped : but they ſaid, 
p:! is well, your griefis a good fign. | bewail 
ena(faid he) my miſery, for | perceive I am forla- 
#ldten of God, and cannot call to him from my 
| oficart, as I was wont to do: yet let us go on faid 
is [Vergerins, | 
ſed, Thy Kingdome come] O Lord, (ſaid Spira ) 

ring me alſo into this Kingdom : I beſeech thee, 
ar-hut me not out. Then coming to thoſe words 


an-| Give ns this day +r aaily bread ] he added, O. 


 ieLord, Ihave enough, and abundance to feed the 
{oxcarcaſs of mine: but there is another bread 1 
ed .humbly beg, the bread of thy Grace, without 
; ofhich 1 know Iam but a dead man, 

Lead ns not into Temptation ] Seeing Lord, 
ersthat 1 am brought into temptation, help me Lord 
onthat | may eſcape : the enemy hath overcome: 
zubhelp me, | beſcech thee to overcome this cruel 
my Tyrant, Theſe things he {pake with a maournful 


Ju-voice, the tears trickling dcwn-abundantly, and” 


expreſſing ſuch affe&ions and paſſion, as turned 
di- the bowels ofthoſe there preſent with grief and 
em\compunction they then,turnirg to Spiray ſaidy 
"g E; C 4 You 


* 
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You know that none can call Chriff 7efus the 
'Z+r 1, but by the Holy Ghoſt: you muſt there- 
fore 1h:ok of your e'f, according to that ſeft af- 
fe&tion, which you expreſs in your praycrs, in- 
fcrring thereby that God hath not wholly caſ 
you: i, or bereaved you of his Spirit utterly. 

I perceive ſa'd Spira, that | call on him to 
m;; cternul damnation ; ior | tell you again, it is 
a n:w and unheard of example, that you find in 
me, If fzdas (ſaid they ) had but outlived his 
gayes, which by raturc he.m:ght have done, he 
Might have repe-ted, and Chrift would have re- 
eeived him to mercy; and yet he firncd moſt 
erievouſly agair.ſt his Maſtcr, which did fo e- 
Reem of him, as to honour him with the Gigniry 
of an Apoſtle, and « d mai tain and feed h m. 
He av({were'', Chriſt did allo feed and honour 
Me, neither yet is my fault one jot leſs them that 
of his, becauſe it is no mere honour to be per ſou- 
ally preſent with Chriſt in the fl-th, than to bein 


his preſence now by illumination of his holy ſpi- | 


Tit; and beſides | deny that ever 7«aas could 
have repeated how leng ſoeyer he had lived, for 
Grace was quite taken from him, asit now from 
me, O Spira, ſaiethey, you know you are 
In a {pi-itual defertion ; you muſt therefore not 
believe what Satan ſuggeſts, he was ever a Liar 
frem the beginning, and a meer Impoſter, and 
will caſt a thouſand lying fancies inte your mind, 
to beguile you withal ; you muſt rather "_ 

rnoic 
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s thofe whom you judge to be in a good eftate, 


and more able te Giſcern «f you than your felf : 
belteye vs. and we tell you that God will be mer- 
citui unto you. | 

'O here is the knot (ſaid Spira) | would [ 
could believe, but 1 cannot, 

Then he began to reckon up what fearful 
dreams and viſio:s he was centinvally troubled 
wit! al : that he ſaw the Devils corc flocking in» 
ro tie Chamber, and about his Bed, terrifying 
h m with range noiſes, that theſe were not  fan+ 
taſies, bur that he ſaw themas realy, as the ftan- 


ders by : ard that tefices theſe outward terror, 


ke fe]t continually a racking torture of his minds 
and a coritinval Butchery ot his Cenſcience, be- 
ing the yery proper pangs of the damned wights 
in Hell. 

Caſt away theſe Fantaſies ( ſaid Gribanlans ) 
th-ſe are but ii]uſiens; humble yeur fclf in the 
preſence of God, ard praiſe bim. * The dead 


* praiſe rot the Lord ( anſwered he) ror they 


*thatgo down into the pit, We that are drown- 
*cd in deſpair are dead, and already gone down 
F into the pit : what Hell can there be worſe 


* than delperation, or what greater puniſhment? Þ 


* The gnawirg Werm, Unquenchable Fire, Her- 
fror, Confuſion. and ( which is worſe than all ) 
* Deſperation it felf continually tortures 
* me, and row { count my preſeat e- 
* ate worſe, than if my ſoul ſeparated from 

my 
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| 
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| 
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* my body were with 7adar, and the reſt of the 
© damned; and therefore, now Celire rather to 


© be there, than thus to live in the body, 


One ikke preſent repeated certain words out: 


_ of the Pialnis 24 1f thy Children forſahe my Law 
aud walk not in my judgements ; 7 will viſit their 
tranſgreſſions with rods, and their iniquity with 
fripes: nevertheleſs my loving-kinaneſs I will not 
#tterly take from them, nor ſuffer my faithfaine(s ts 
" fail. Mark this O Spira, my Covenant I will 
not break. 

Theſe premiſes ( ſaid Spira) belong only te 
the EleR, which if tcmpted, may fall into fin, but 
arc again lifted up and recovered out: as the 
Prophet faith,though he fall he ſhall net be utter- 
ly caſt down, for the Lerd upheldeth him,there- 
fore Peter could riſe, for he was ele&ed : but the 
Reprobate when they fall, cannot riſe- again, as 
uppears in Can, Saul and Fadas: God deals one 
way with the Elc@, & anotker with Reprebates., 

1he next day he prayed with them in the La- 
tine tongue, and that with excellent affeQtion, as 
outwardly appeared, Blefſed be God ſaid Yer- 
gerius, theſe are no ſigns of eternal. Reprobation 
you muſt not, O Spira, ſeek out the ſecret coun- 
ſels of Gods Ele&ionand Reprobation, for no 
man can know, ſo long as ke lives, whether by 
his goed or bad deeds, he be worthy of Gods 
love or anger : dv you not know that the Pro- 
phet David complained, that Ged had caſt off 
his ſoul, p 5 . T1 knw 
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Thnow all this, quo: h dpira, I knew the mereies 
of God are infinite, and ao ſurpaſs the ſins of the 
whole world, and that thty are effiFwal.to all that 
believe, but this faith, and this nope 1s bb gift of 
God : O that he would give it me | but at 1s as ims 
p"ſſible as to avink up the Sta at a aranght : as for 
that of Sclomon, if he had ever taſted what 1 feel || 
by woful! exprrience, he Wonld never have (poken as 
be did : but the truth is, never had mertal man ſuch 
an eviden experience of Gods anger and hatred a= 
gainſt him, as 1 have. Ton that axe in good eftate, 
think repentance and faith to be work of pgveat faci- 
lity : and therefore you think it an eaſie matter to 
prr/[waade a man to believe : the Whole need not the 
Hhyſetian, and be that is well can ſoon give counſel to 
ſuch as are ill : but this is the hell to me, my heart 1s 


har dned, 1 cannot believe: many are called but few | 


are choſen. 

Upon what ground ( faid they) do you con- 
ceive (6 ill an opinion of your ſelf. i 

* I once did know Ged to be my Father, not ,| 
*only by Creation, but by Regereration: 7 (| 
* knew him by his beloved Son, the Auther and 
* Finiſher of our Salvation : 7 could pray to him, 
* and hope fer pardon of fins frem him: 7 had a 
© taſte of his ſweetneſs, .peace and comfort; now 
* contrarily, / know God not as a Father; bur as 


 * an Enemy : what more? my heart hates God 


* and ſeeks to get above him, 7 have nothing elſe 
< to flie to þut terror and deſpair, 
Es i > Belike 
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. ſay, but that | am one of that number which 
| God hath threarned to tear in pieces. 


- though at the laſt hour : keep hold there ore, at 


Belike you think then ( ſaid they ) that thoſe 
who have the carneft and firſt fruits of Gods 


- Spirit, may notwithitandir g fall away. 


The judgements of Goa are a eeep abyſs, ſaig 
he, we are ſoon drowned it we entcr into thetn 


| 


toc 
lie 


He that thinks ke ftandeth, let him take heed leſt| 
' hefall; as for my ſelf, | know | am fa!len back, 


and that | once did know the truth, though it 
may be not ſo ttreughly : | know not what to 


Say not ſo, anſwered they, for God may ceme 


the leaft thy hope. 

This, quoth he, is my caſe; | tell you | can- 
not, God hath deprived me of hope, this brings 
terror to my mind, and pines this body which 


' nowis {o weak, as it cannot perform the ſeveral 


Gffices thereof: for as the le have the Spirit 
teftilying that they are the Sons of God, ſo the 


F 


Reprobates, even while they live, de often feel a | 


Worm in their Conſciences, whereby they are 
condemned already : and therefore as | percei- 


' vedthis wound inflited en my mind and will, | 


knew that] wanted the gifts of faving grace,and 
that | was utterly undone. God chaftcnerh his 
Children with temporary afRi&ions, that they 
may come as gold out of the fire : but paniſheth 
the wicked with blindneſs in their nnderftandings 
and hardnefs of heart, and wo be to ſuch from 


| wiom God takes his holy ſpirit, Here 
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hoſe] Here one rebuked him, and told him he gave 
:0ds|to0 MUCi? credit to ſenſe, that he was not to be- | 
lieve himiclf, but rather him chat was in a good | 
ſaig|eſta'e , anc 1 teſtified to you ( ſaid he) that God | 
fn :;|Wilt be merciful to you, 
left] Nay, ( in{wered he) for becauſe 1 am in this 5h | 
ck, |ef ate, ther:;ore cen | believe nothing but whatis 
h it| contrary to my ſalvation ard comfort : but yeu that 
to | are /o co» fi ont 6f your good rate, lock that it be 
ich | true, for 1r 1s no (uch ſmall matter to be aſſured of } 
ftxcerity a man had need be excteding ſtrongly 
me | grounded in the truth, before he can be able to affirms || 
at | ſuch a matter 4s you now do, It is not the performs || 
ance of a few outward anties, but a mighty confaut | 
n- | laberr, with all intention of heart and affe#10ng 
os | with fall deſire and endeavour continually to ſet forth * 
h | Gezs glory ; there muſt be neithey fear of Legatovs, | 
al | I-guiſiters, Priſons, nor any a(ath whatſoever * ma» 
it | #y think themſelves happy, that are not: it 18 wet 
e | every oe that faith Lord, Lora, that foall Fo bs 
a2 | Heavens, 
© | They came another day, and found him with 
j- - his eyes ſhut, 2s if he had been drowaie and ve- 
ry loath to Diſceurſe; at which time there came 
d | inalſo a grave Man from Ci:tadel/a, who deman- 
s def of Spira, if he knew him or not, He lifting 
7 up hiseye-lids, and ner ſuddenly remembring 
| him, the man faid to him, I am Presbyter 
FF Antonie Fontamia, | was with you at Vexice ſome 
| eight wecks fince: *©O Curſed day, ſaid 


Spirg!” Oh curſed day! ..: Qh that 1 had 


| 
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* never gone thither! would Cod 7 had then died; 
Atterwards came in a Pricſt, cali:d Bernayaj« 
#us $-T4oxirs, bringing with him 3 Book of Exer- 
ciſms to c-nju1{ this Devil, whom when Spiz4 
ſaw, ſhaking bh.» head, he faid : | 
* {am vzrii;-per{waded indeed, that God 


Chath lett vie to t'"e power of the Deyil : bub 


 *ſuch they are, as ar: not co be found in your 
© Letany, ncither will they be eaſt out by Spclls, 
Toe Prictt procccdirg in his intended purpoſe, 
with a |: ange uncouth gefſture,an.! a louz voice, 
adjured the Spirit to come into Spyu's tongue, 
and to an'wcr: Jpira dericding his fruitleſs la- 
bour, with a gh, turned from him: a Biſhop 
being there prefcnt, fai« to Spiray Brother, God 
hath pur vertue into the Word and Sacraments : 
and we have uled t ec once means, and tind not that 
efic& which we dchire : ſhall we try the cflicacy 
of the Sacramen's ? turely it you take it, as a 
erue Chriftian ought io receive the body and 
blood of Chriſt, it will prove a ſovercign medi- 
cine for your (ck ſoul, 

* This / cannot do ( anſwered he) for they 
© that have ro right to the promiſes,have no right 
*to the feals, The Euchariſt was appointed only 
C for Believers, if we have not faith, we eat and 
* drink judgement to our ſelves: 7 received it 
© 2bout a month ſince, but 7 did not well info 
*doing, four 7 took it by conitraint, and to'/ 
©took it to my deeper condemnation, 

| © SE _ Hers 
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Here YVergerins began to impertune him car- 
neſtly to beware that he did nut witfully to reſiſt | 
grace, and put himſelf our of Heaven, charging | 
him vehememly, by all the love that was between 
them, by the love that he bare to his Children, | 
yea to his « wa Seul, that he would ſer himfelt1c- 
Yiouſly to return to that Faith and Hepe, which 


' once he had in the death of Chriſt; with many | 


ſuch like words. Spira baving heard much of {| 
the like mat:cr formerly, and being ſomewbat Þ 
moved, faid, You do but repeat, Vergerius, what Y 
ſhould 7 hope ? why ſhould 7 believe ? God hath 
taken Faith from me, ſhew me then whither 7 
ſhall go, ſhew me a Hayen whereto 7 ſhak retires 
You tcll me of Gods mercy, when as Ged hath 
caſt me off: you tell me of Chriſts interceſſion, | 
T have denied bim : you cemmand me to believe 
Tay / cannot, you bring me no comfert, your 
command is as impoſſible for me to obey as to 
keep Moral Law : if you ſhould perſwade one 
to love God with all his heart, ſoul, Rrength, 
and God gives him no power, can he perform 
your defire ? Doth net the Church teach us to 
ling, Dirett ns, O Lord, to love thy Command- 
ments ? Hypocrites ſay that they love God with all 


their heart, but they lis : tor my part 1 will not liey 


but tell you plainly, Such is my caſe, that though you 
ſhould never ſo muck importune me to hope or believey © 
though | deſfrre it yet | cannot, for God as 4 puniſh- 
mant of my wickeaneſs, hath taken away from me 

| alt 
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all his ſaving Graces, faith hope, and all: | am not \K 
the man therefore that yeu take me for :; belike you h 
think | dilight in this eſtate, if | could conceive but A 
the leaſt ſpark of hope of a better eſtate hereafter, Y 
| would net refuſe to endi.re the moſt heavy waight of d 
phe wrath of that great G14 yea, for twenty thou» Bi 
ſand years, ſo that | might at lengts attain to the end 01 
of this miſery, which | now Will b: et-rnal. But 
I tell you, my wii! is w ound, who 'ongs more to | 
| believe then do ? but all the ground-work of 
hepe is gone, for if the teſtimonies of Hely Scri- 
pture be true ( as they are c*rtainly true ) is not lo 
this as true, whoſoever denics me betore men, lif 
him faith C bri/, will 1 deny before my Fathes th 
whicn is in Heaven ? is not this juſtly my caſe, |C0 
as if it had been intended againſt this very per Ba 
ſon of mine? and | pray you what ſhall become Ta 
of ſnchas Chriſt denieth, tecing there is no @- | 
ther name under Heaven whereby you look to be 
ſaved ? what ſaith St. Pau/to the Hebrews ? It 
is impoſſible for thoſe who were once enlightned 
and have taſted of the heavenly gift. and were 
partakers of the Ho'y Ghoſt, if they fall away, 'C 
to be renewed to repentaryce ;, what can be more 
plain aganſtme? isnot that Scripture alſo; it ! 
we lin wiltuily after we have received the knows 
edge of truth, there remaineth no more ſacrt- 
fice for fin but a looking for of judgement : the 
Scripture ſpeaks of me, St. Paul! meets me, A 
-St, Peter tells mc it had been better | had never. Þ! 
IR. —— 
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known the way of Righteonſneſs, then after T 


have known, to turn from the holy Command- 


ments, it had been better 1 had not known, and 
yet then my condemnation had been mokt certain; 
do yeu not ſee evidently, thi I haye wiliully de- 
ried the known truch, .1I may juſtly expe not 
only Damnation, but . worſe, if werſc may be 
imagined, Ged will haye me underge the' juſt 
puniſhment of my fin, and make me an cxample 
ef his wrath for your ſakes. 

The Company preſent admired his diſcourſe, 
ſo grievouſty accuſing himſelf of his fore-paſt 
life, ſa gravely and wilcly dilating concerning 
the judgements of God, that they then were 
coavinced.that it was not Frenzy er Madneſs that 
had peſfefied him, and being as it were in admi- 
ration of his Eſtate, Spire proccedcd again in 
this manner, * Take heed to your ſelves, it is 
'no light or caſic matter to bea Chriſtian: it is 
'not Baptiſme or reading of the Scriptures, or. 
' boaſting of Faith in Chriſt, ( though cyeathoſe 
'are good ) chat can prove one to be an abſoluce, 
' Chriftjan : you know what | faid before, there 
\muft bea conformity in life. A Chriſtian maſt 
x Krong, ugconquerable, not carrying an ob<= 
cure profeſſion, bu: reſolute, exprefling the I- 


. nageof Chriſt, and holding out again 


olition tothe laſt breath, he muſt give all dili; 
ence, by Rightcouſacſs and Holinc(s, to make. 
Calling and Ele@ipn D” Many there = 
2% 
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that ſnatch at the Promiſes in the Goſpel, as if. 
they undoubtedly did belong to them, and yet 
they remain ſluggiſh, and carcleſs: and being 
flattered by the things of this preſent World, 
they paſs in their courſe in quietneſs and ſccurity | 
as if they were the only happy wen, whom ne- 
yerthelels the Lord in his providence |ath or- 
dained to eternal wrath, as you may ſee in Saint 
Lube: Rich Man Thus it was with me,thcrefore 
take ye heed.” 

Then came ore of his Nevhews and offered 
him ſom* ſuſtera' ce, which 'e ei\dainſul'y re. $ 
fu'ivg, fo muved the your:g mans chollar, that he * 
charge kimwith Hypocrific and difimulation, 
or frerzy : iv weom Spira gravely anſ»ering, 
ſaid, Yon waz interpret the mater as you will: J 
but I amfu-cl am not only the Ador, but the / 
Arguiven! 2nc. matter of the Tragedy: 1would 
it were frenzy either feizned or true for if it were 
frenzy T'covl:! put it off at pleaſure: if ir were | 
real frenzy, yet there were ſome hope - left of 
Gods m=rcy, whereas nowthere is none, Foy 
7 know God hath proneunced me 'an Enemy, and a 
Eeilty of high T rea(0n ag aivft his Xajefly ;, I am Ix 
4 caſt away, a veſſel of wrath, yt dare you call it Fo 
diſſembling and frenzy ? and caw you mock at the F 
formigable regample of the heavy wyath of Gol,that k 
ſhould teach you fear and terror ; But it is natural = 
ro the fleſs, titer out of malice or ignorance, to | 
ſpeak. peruryſly of the works of Gods The natwal 
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| an diſcerneth not the things that be of God, be= 
'S | Sawſe they. ave ſpiritually diſcerned, ; 
' Huewc:nthis be ( laid Cribaulzn: ) that you 
JY | c-ath.sexcellently ciſcourſe of the ju'gements 
: of God, ano of th: Greces of his Hely >pirir, 
that yo" find the want oi them, and earneſtly 
deftre them anc yet you thiick you are utterly 
deprived of them, 
F T «ke this for cevtain (ſa'th he) want the main 
© graccof af, and that which is ab [oimtely necefſary, 
and God aoth many times tx'ort moſt true & ſtrange 
teftimonies of bis Me» jefty, 7 uſtice and Mercy: yea, 
i Ont of the muntbes of very Reprobates: fey even 
F Judas, after he bad betrajed his Maſter, Was cone 
" | flrained to confeſs bis fin, and to juſtifie the inne- 
ud £99 of Chriff : and thivefore if 1 do the like, it 
is no new or firange matter. God hath taken Faith 
from me, and lefs me ether common gifts, for my 
" c deeper condemnation : By how much the more 1 ve- 
SY wember what Thad, and hear ethers Di(conrſe of 
ef what they have, by ſo wuch the more is my rorment, 
por. that I know what 1 want, and how there is no way 
0 it tobe relieved; : OP 
bs , Thus ſpakehe, the tears all the while trickling 
hat dewn : profefling that his pangs were ſuch, as 
»o/ that the darancd Wights in Hell erdure not che 
like miſcry : that his eſtate was worſe than that 
at f Cain or 7udas, and therefore he deſired to 
Cie. Ter behold ( ſaith he ) the Scriptures are « 6+ 
ah complified in me, They ſhall deſire to dity and death 
D 2 forall 
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$þ :| flie from them. And verily, he ſeemed ex: 
cecdingly to fear, leſt his life ſhould be drawn 
vut to a lenger thred : and finding no eaſe or re(t 
Ever and anon, cricd out, O miſerable wretch, 0 
' Eniſerable wretch:; then turning te the Company, 
be beſought them in this manner, 
O Brethren ! take a diligent heed to your life; | 
make mere account of the -gifts of Gods Spirit 
than I have done: learn to beware of my miſery : 
thiak not you are aſſured Chriſtians, becauſe you 
* 4underftand ſomething of the Goſpel : take heed 
you grow not ſecure on that ground ; be conſtant 
and immovable in the maintenance of your Pro- 
feſlion : Confels even until death,if you be called 
thereto: he that loveth Father, Mother, Bro» 
thers, Siſters, Sons, Daughters, Kindred, Hou- 
ſes, Lands, morc then Chriſt, is not worthy of 
him. Theſe words (ſaid they ) de net ſound 
like the words of a wicked Reprobate. 

© [do but here imitate, (ſaith Spira) the Rich | 
© Glutton in the Goſpe), who though in Hell, yet 
© was careful that his Brethren ſhould not come 

*te that place of torment : and i ſay ts you Bre- 

* thren, take hecd of this miſerable eſtate where- 

*in I am. | 

' Then turning himſelf to certain young men | 

that were preſent; he defired them to conceive 
him aright. *Ido net ſpeak this to deregate | 
©from the <<rtainty of ſavingfaich, and the pro- 

* miles of the Goſpel, for they arc meg hes: 

| bus. 


: 
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4 but take heed of relying on that Faith that 
, works not a holy and ur.blameable life, worthy 
of a Believer, credit me it will fail, I havetri- 
ed it, I prclumed } had gotten the 
© right faich ; 1 preacied itte otbers, 1 had all 
'©places of Scripture in memory that might ſup- 


: | © port it, /theupti my ie!f ſure, and in the mean 


© me living impiouſly and carclefly, behold now 
* the jus gern: nt of God }:ath oves:aken me, not 
*tO corrc&ion, but ts cond+mnation :; And now 
* you would have me to believe, but it will not 
* be, for /tcel too late that good things _ 
* only co {ch as are good, whoſe finsare coyere 
* with Chrifts death and Þlood, as with a vail, 
*and guarded with his righteous merits from 
© the flood ot Gods wrath, even as with a mighty 
* Wall, left miſerzble Mortals ſhould be fwal- * 
*lowedup with greatneſs of their Sin : but as 
*for me, 7 haveas it were, wilfully with my 
| * hands pulicd dewn this Rampire, behind which 
* 1 might have reftcd in ſafety, and now are the 
* \welling Waters come even to my ſoul, and 7 
'*am caſt away, Ons of bis familiar Friends 
chanced to ſay, that certainly he was overcome 


— 


: with Melanchelly z which bcing ever-heard, 


| Spira anſwered , | 
.Wel), be it ſs, ſecing you would needs have it 
fo, thus alſo is Gods wrath wanifeſted againſt 
me, in that he hath taken from me the uſc of mine 
Underſtanding and Reaſon; ſo as 7 can neither 
= ; rightly 
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rightly eſteem and judge of my ditemper, not 
hope of remedy, You ſec Brethren, what a ' 
dangerous thing it is to ſtop or ſtay in t? ings that | ** 
concern Gods Glory, eſpecially ro difſccaile 2p- | f: 
en any terms: What a fearful thing is it to be | {* 
near and a/moſt a Chriſtian ? never was the like C 
example to this of mine, and thercfore if you be | 
wiſe, you will ſcrioufly cenſider thereof. O that | k 
God wouldlet leoſe his hand from me, that it | 
were with me now as intimespaſt, / would ſcorn | , 
the threats of the moſt cruel Tyrants, bear tor» | , 
ments with invincible reſolution, and glory in * 
the outward prefeffion of Chriſt, till 1 were 


choaked in the Aame, and my bedy cenſumcd to - 
aſhes. 7 

You ſay, you are deſperate, O Spira ! (aid | . 
they ) why then do you not ſtrive with ſome | , 
weapon or ether, violently to make an cndef |, 
your life, as deſperate men uſe to do? Let me 2 


have a Sword ( (aid Spira:) Why what would | 

you do with it? (ſaid they) / cannet tell you q 
» (ſaid he) what 1hir wind wonld move we to, upou h 
vccafion, nov What I would ds; 

They perceiving ſmall efe& of all this their | , 
labour, but rather that he grew worſe, for the | , 
avoiding of concourſe of People ; for every day | 
ſcldom tewer then twenty continued with him, | } 
and to ſtop the courſe of fame which was conti- | 
nually blown abroad of him; they conſult to | © 
 rarry him þack again into his own Countrey $ |: 
al 
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began to take their leaves of him, Yergerivs as 
mongft the reſt, required that at their parting 
they might pray together with him, Spiya hardly 
conſented, and as unwillingly pertormed, for he 


E1 ſaid, * My heart is cftranged from Ged, I can- 


* net call him Father from my heart, all good 
* motions arc now quite gone, my heart is full of 
© cnalediftion, hatred, and blaſphemy agairſt 
* God: / find 7 grow more and more hardned 
© in heart, and cannot ſtoop nor help my ſelf: 
*your Prayers for me fhafl turn to your own 
* bcnefi:, they can do me ne good. 

Vergerins came to take his leave of himawhem 
$pira embracing, ſaid, * Although 7 know that 
* nothing can bring any benefit to me a Repro- 
© bate, but that every thing ſhall tend to my 


| Edeeper condemnation; yet | give you molt hear- 
| ©*ty thanks for your kind office of love and good 


| 
| 


| © 


' © will; and the Lord return it unte you, with 8 
| © plentiful-increaſe of all good. w 


The next day being brought dewn to his inten? 


' ded Journey, by the. way looking reund about 


him with a ghaſtly look, he ſaw a knife lying on 


a Table, to which he running haftily, ſnatched - 
| hold of it, as intending to miichief himſelf: but 
| his ſriends laying hold of him, ſtopped him in his 


purpoſe : whereupon with indignation, he ſaid, 
1 wonld I were above God, for 1 know he will have 
«nk 


Fi 


| and thoſe his friends that came to comfort him) 


> 
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Thus went he homeyares, often ſaying, that 

/- he envied the condition of Cain and 7udas: He 
| Hay, about cight weeks in this caſe, in a continu» | 
- al burning, neither Cefiring, nor receiving any 
thing bur by force, and that without digcition, 
ſo {pent. that he appeated a perfe@t Anatomic, 
expreſling to the view no-hing but fin:ws and 

- bones: vehemently ragirg for Drink, ever 
\. pir-ng, yet fearful to live long ; d/cadful of Hell 
yet coveting death : ina continusl Yorment, yet 
-his own Tormerter. And thus conſuming him» 
ſelf with grief and horror, impatience and deſ- 
pair; like a living man in Hell: He repreſented 
- anc*traordinary example of the juſtice and pe- 
wer of Cad. | 
And thus ( as far as appearcth) within a few 

- ayes after his arrival at his own heme, he de» 
parted this preſenc liſe, Yer an occaſion te make 
us remember, T bat ſecrtr things belong nuto the © 
Lord our Goa, but Charity to Man, to teach him 
to hope all things. H 
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